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Roukema Housing Subcommittee  
to Convene Series of Hearings to Address 

Affordable Housing Issues 
The House Financial Services Housing Subcommittee, chaired by Rep. Marge 
Roukema (NJ), will hold the first in a series of hearings on affordable housing 
issues at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, May 3 in room 2128 Rayburn House Office 
Building. 

The hearings will examine the lack of affordable housing among a range of 
family income levels and explore various approaches to solving housing 
availability problems across the country. 

"Through this series of hearings I hope to shed light on what obstacles are 
preventing certain sectors of the U.S. population from attaining 
homeownership and guide the way to an agreed upon approach for 
addressing the lack of affordable housing in so many of our communities," 
said Roukema.  

The first in the series of hearings will provide an outline of the complex 
issues involved and begin a discussion of possible solutions to various 
affordable housing problems. Testimony will examine perceived causes for 
the lack of affordable housing spanning across income sectors. 

Although the United States is currently enjoying an all-time high 
homeownership rate near 68 percent, many families are still unable to secure 
affordable housing. The economic boom of recent years has contributed to 
higher rents and property values which have placed homeownership and 



affordable housing out of reach for many low, moderate and middle income 
families. 

A recent study by the Center for Housing Policy, a non-profit research 
affiliate of the National Housing Conference, found that "many working 
families face the prospect of a lifetime of renting because, in many areas, 
there are no homes to buy that they can afford."  

Recent figures from the Mortgage Bankers Association of America confirm a 
dramatic increase in the number of moderate-income families that have been 
priced out of the housing market. 

"It�s critical to communities, neighborhoods and families that affordable 
housing be within reach for all income levels and that homeownership be an 
attainable goal for any working family," said Committee Chairman Michael 
G. Oxley. 

Scheduled to testify are: 

Panel I  

•  Kathy Nelson, Economist, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

•  Bob Reid, Executive Director, National Housing Conference 

•  Sheila Crowley, President, National Low Income Housing Coalition 

•  Michael Rubinger, President and CEO, Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation  

Panel II 

•  Thomas Menino, Mayor, Boston, Massachusetts 

•  Robert Nielsen, President, Shelter Properties of Reno, Nevada, on 
behalf of the National Association of Homebuilders  

•  John Courson, Vice President, Mortgage Bankers Association; 
President, Central Pacific Mortgage Company of Folsom, California 

•  Barbara Thompson, Director of Policy and Government Affairs, 
National Council of State Housing Finance Agencies  
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